
Church of the Resurrection – Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Monthly Meeting Minutes 

August 11, 2021 

 

Members Present: 
Debbie Burke (’24), Lily Canales (Youth Rep ’22), Adora Gallagher (’24), Christina Hefty (‘24), Bill 
Hohman (’22), Travis Polk (’23), Mark Samborsky (’22), Jack Spangenberg (Youth 
Representative), Sandra Tarullo-Jacobs (’24), Katy Wyatt (’23),  
 

Pastoral Staff Present: Father Denis Kigozi, Suanne Gettings 

 

Members Absent: Tom Bindi (’22), Tina Fesenmyer (’23), Tammy Foeller (’23), Al Hannum 
(Deanery Liaison) 
Pastoral Staff Absent: Deacon Murrin 

 

The council met in the Ministry Center. Meeting began ~7:06 pm 

TOPIC DISCUSSION 

Opening 
Prayer  & 
Announcement  

Debbie Burke gave opening prayer.  Adora noted that this year Mike 
Smith (VP of Parish Finance Council) will report to the PPC quarterly His 
first report will come in September.  

Minutes Debbie Burke requested clarifying words be added to the Pastor’s 
Comments regarding the ordination of Eugene. Minutes were amended 
to state that Eugene would not be ordained within the Columbus 
diocese. (Nota bene: Fr. Eugene has since been ordained in 
England).  Debbie Burke moved that the minutes be approved as 
corrected. Bill Hohman seconded.  Approval for the minutes were *not* 
called. 

Reports/Updates  Lily gave Youth Ministries report –   
• The new Quo Vadis was just chosen for the school year 
• Team building for the 2021 confirmation class is Sept. 12th from 

1:00 to 6:30 pm 
• Ignite (High School Youth Ministry) Kick Off is September 19th. 

Ignite is every Sunday night.  Confirmation is every other Sunday 
night before Ignite.  

Adora noted that Peggy Kehres is now responsible for K-8 faith formation 
(CREED and RISE).  Peggy noted that she has missed and would like to be 
included in the Youth Ministry reports. 
 

Suanne submitted the Pastoral Associate Update. Report included for 
review 

 



Suggestion Box:  No suggestions to bring forward to the council at this 
time.  

Old Business 1. Parish Picnic update by Adora: 
• Report: Picnic was well attended. Count was approx. 400 people 

based on caterer ran out of food. The catering order was for 350 
people (+10%).  People were happy and gave positive feedback 
both personally and online.  Think about ideas for next year. 

• Council comments: Picnic was a smashing success!  Music (Chris 
Bare) was great! Food was terrific!  Rehire the caterers for next 
year. The entertainment was great but simple.  Keep the same 
things for next year: face painter, balloon artist, cotton candy, 
sno-cones, games were just getting started when the rains 
came.  Suanne G. reported that Young at Heart members were 
grateful and impressed by the umbrella canopy from the tents to 
the Ministry Center provided by the Knights when the rain came.  

• Thoughts for next time:  keep in the same location, start 
everything at 12:30. 

 

 

2. Founder’s Day Parade update by Debbie Burke:  Information on 
the parade can be found at https://newalbanyfoundersday.com/  

Parade Info:  Aug. 28; line up 9:30 am at the NA Intermediate School 
and finish the 1.25 mile parade at NA High School.  COTR has not yet 
been given its “spot” in the lineup. 

 

Current plans:  
• Have a banner that says, “All are Welcome” and includes church 

info to be carried “like a marching band” to lead the group (Sue 
Larson is working with FastSigns to work up a vinyl banner).   

• Volunteers (CREED and/or VBS and/or children’s choir 
members?) throwing candy: Skittles and Double Bubble. Sue 
Larson found a source that sells funsize Skittles in units of 635 
packs and Double Bubble gum where 1 container has 300 pcs of 
candy.  She needs to know how much to buy.  

• Perhaps need a pick-up truck either to house choir members 
singing from the back of the truck or to carry candy/water/Fla-
Vor-Ice freeze pops for marchers.  Peggy Kehres has asked 
CREED/VBS families to see if they want to participate.  Abby 
Poor has asked choir members if they are interested in singing.  

 

Discussion: Mark noted that his truck isn’t appropriate for use for the 
parade.  Perhaps find another truck? Some discussion on how the 
parade can also serve to bring families to the church. Ideas included: 

https://newalbanyfoundersday.com/


distributing paper advertisements of coming events such as the 
bazaar, putting advertising banners for events on the truck, and 
handing out pens with COTR info.  There was also some discussion 
about advertising including use of the bulletin, website, and 
Facebook.  It was noted that Facebook is not reliable as a 
communication device for the parish in general.  The conversation 
sidetracked into a discussion about who to reach regarding the 
website (Leon Milnes) vs. Facebook (Matt Lofy), is there a way to 
streamline the process of placing pictures and information there, and 
the need for full time social media person.  It was separately noted 
that Jessica C. maintains an Instagram account for Ignite that is 
followed by youth outside of the parish as well as young adults who 
have already graduated high school.  

 

Debbie will ask Peggy and Jess to reach out to CREED and VBS 
families seeking volunteers to help distribute candy while 
wearing their COTR swag.  It was noted that parents should 
accompany those under 12 years old. Debbie will ask Thom 
and/or Abby to mention parade participation to the choirs during 
warm-up. A bulletin announcement will be made to invite 
parishioners to participate. They too will be invited to wear their 
COTR swag. Leon will be asked to pin the invitation to participate 
in the parade to the top of the church website list of 
events.  Matt Lofy will be asked to put a similar invitation on the 
church Facebook page.  Sue Larson will be asked to see if there 
are any green/white COTR pens that could be distributed. 

Pastor Comments 
– Fr. Denis 

1. Father thanked council members for their presence at the 
meeting and for their work on the picnic.  

2. Search has begun to find persons to continue Suanne’s work after 
her retirement.  Her job responsibilities have been divided into 
two positions: an evangelization coordinator and a pastoral 
coordinator.  The evangelization coordinator position has been 
advertised and there are currently three applicants for the 
position.  Once the evangelization position is filled, and after 
learning the outcome of Real Presence Real Future decisions, the 
appropriate way to fill the pastoral care position will be 
discerned. (Real Presence Real Future draft models for 
reorganization within the diocese will be presented at a priest 
meeting on August 26.) 

3. The church is currently looking for a part-time communications 
person to work primarily on social media as a replacement for 
some of the work previously done by D. Trent.   



4. Lifewise Academy, as well as New Albany Presbyterian Pastor 
David Milroy and some COTR parishioners, have asked Father 
Denis to endorse and support the Lifewise Academy program 
coming to New Albany Public School 1st through 3rd graders this 
fall.  Lifewise Academy is a bible education program offered 
during school hours 
(https://www.lifewiseacademy.org/nearlaunch/3904699/new-
albany-plain-local ). Parents elect to have their child released 
from and transported off campus during “specials” time so the 
student can attend this 40-minute class.   Lifewise is seeking 
endorsement, financial support, and volunteer help (i.e. help 
escorting students). The Lifewise curriculum offers biblically 
based morals teaching while introducing character traits such as 
responsibility, generosity, charity, etc. Father will contact the 
Bishop’s office and the Evangelization Coordinator to get their 
guidance.  

Discussion:  
Council members expressed thoughts/concerns regarding: the 
curriculum, details of what is being endorsed, conflicts between 
the curriculum and Catholic teaching, what subject the students 
participating in the program miss, the effect on CREED 
participation, will conflicts in teaching occur as the program 
escalates to the middle and high school level, etc. Regarding 
endorsement, some wondered how parishioners would react if 
the church gives money to Lifewise Academy but then also asks 
parishioners to pay for faith formation (CREED, Ignite, 
etc.).  Endorsement is one thing, but financial support is 
another.  Conversely, some noted that a bible-based curriculum 
offers an alternative to some of the secular teaching in public 
schools.  Father wondered whether this model could be used to 
offer faith formation to school age children during the school day. 
Council members noted that a school time or before school 
CREED program might be very successful.  A before school 
offering might be appealing to working parents as an alternative 
to before school care programs. Either before or during school 
offerings might be appealing as it removes the conflict with 
sports and other after school activities. The challenge of trying to 
find teachers for such offerings was noted as a serious 
concern.  Father said he would report back after obtaining 
guidance from the Bishop’s office. 

5. This Sunday, August 15, will include back to school blessings.   
6. Deacon Eugene was ordained at the Cathedral of St. Chad in 
Birmingham England in July. The COTR office is collecting donations for 
his ordination gift from our parish. Fr. Eugene has been assigned to St. 

https://www.lifewiseacademy.org/nearlaunch/3904699/new-albany-plain-local
https://www.lifewiseacademy.org/nearlaunch/3904699/new-albany-plain-local


Joan of Arc in Powell.  Although England has opened its borders, Fr. 
Eugene must still wait for his visa to clear before he returns to the 
United States to start his assignment. 
7. Real Presence, Real Future Gathering 
(https://www.rprfgathering.com/registration) will be held August 27th 
and 28th.  Events on the 27th are at St. Joseph Cathedral by invitation 
only.  Events on the 28th start at 7 AM at St. Charles Academy, are open 
to the public, and include adoration, confession, and a keynote by Most 
Reverend Nelson Perez, Archbishop of Philadelphia.   
8. A summary of our parish response to the Disciple Maker Index 
survey will be included in the bulletin this weekend (Aug. 14-15).  Using 
the average mass attendance as a gauge, COTRNA had a 36% response 
rate which is well above the national average of 10%.  Father cited many 
favorable results from the survey as well as opportunities for growth.  A 
Town Hall discussion may occur in the future.  Again, next steps will be 
partially determined by the Aug 26th priest meeting where draft models 
of diocesan reorganization will be presented.   

New Business 1. Fall Fest:  Peggy K. has approached Adora with the idea of doing a 
Fall Fest, maybe in October, possibly including a Trunk or Treat 
and Pumpkin Carving (since the Pumpkin Carving was so 
successful last Fall).  They are still looking for a date and need to 
refine the details.  Volunteers will be needed.  Adora will update 
when more information is available.   

2. Movie Night with Youth group:  Jessica C. and Peggy K. would like 
to partner with PPC to do a Movie night in October utilizing the 
monies set aside earlier for movie licenses.  Just before the 
meeting, they had picked Oct. 17 (since it is a long weekend) and 
Rudy as the movie but the license cost needs to be checked as 
well as details such as inside or outside, selling popcorn or cotton 
candy (Pro tip – to keep bees away use sliced cucumbers.  See 
Debbie B. for details) .  Adora will update when more 
information is available.   

3. Suggestion 1:  It was suggested that Parish Council members 
wear name tags.  Adora will investigate. 

4. Suggestion 2: Can upcoming events that are open to the public 
could be advertised on the fencing along the church and/or via a 
post card listing the dates. This is already done at Easter.  Fall 
advertising might include Movie Night (check if this is to be a 
community event), Trunk or Treat (check that this is to be a 
community event), Christmas bazaar, Christmas concert, etc. 
Adora will investigate.  

https://www.rprfgathering.com/registration


Closing Prayer Katy Wyatt                                                    ---- Meeting adjourned ~8:45 pm 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sandy Doty 

Next meeting: PPC Meeting September 8 @ 7 pm  Location: Ministry Center 
September Opening Prayer:  Tom Bindi 
September Closing Prayer:   Tina Fesenmyer 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
YOUTH MINISTRY REPORT – August 2021 Lily Canales and Jack Spangenberg 

• The new Quo Vadis was just chosen for the school year 

• Team building for the 2021 confirmation class is Sept. 12th from 1:00 to 6:30 pm 

• Ignite (High School Youth Ministry) Kick Off is September 19th 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------ 

PPC Pastoral Associate Report – August 2021   Suanne Gettings – Pastoral 

Associate 

Christian Formation: 

RCIA –  Plans have begun for the 2021-22  RCIA season; looking forward to in-person 
meetings.  A kick-off breakfast, hosted by the K of C, will be held August 29 for those who have 
registered for RCIA.  Currently, we have 9 people who have inquired. 

SCRIPTURE STUDIES -  The study The Church will begin in September:  Thursdays, 9/16-10/28 
from 10 – 11:30 am,  Sundays, 9/19-10/28 from 10:15-noon,  Mondays, 9/27-11/8 from 7-8:30 
pm.   The study Presence: The Mystery of the Eucharist  will begin in November and be offered 
on Thursdays, 11/4 -12/2  10-11:30 a.m.,  Sundays, 11/7-11/28 10:30-noon,  Mondays, 11/8-
11/29 from 7-8:30 pm. 

 
Walking With Purpose – Planning is underway for the WWP 2021-22 season. Our parish will 
offer 2 studies beginning in October:  Opening Your Heart & Touching the Divine   
 

SPIRITUAL LIFE AND LITURGY: 

CENTERING PRAYER – the Centering Prayer Group continues to meet on Tuesday mornings. 

HEALING PRAYER MINISTRY -  Due to COVID and restrictions on space in church, the Healing 
Prayer Ministry has met together to pray for our parish and has extended an invitation to 
parishioners to be contacted individually for healing prayer.  They are meeting monthly to pray for 
the intentions of our parish.  



SOCIAL JUSTICE:   The next Social Concerns Ministry meeting will be held  August 19th 

at 6:30 in the Gathering Space.  All are welcome 

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT -  No update 

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY -  Lumen Christi Day has been cancelled for this year due to service 
agencies reluctance due to COVID restrictions. 

EL SALVADOR MINISTRY -  The current effort to provide sponsorship for the children and 
salaries for the teachers is going very well.  As usual, a very generous response to the current 
fundraising efforts for the school. 

INTERNATIONAL HOSPITALITY – No update. 

LITTLE DRESSES OF LOVE – No update 

ST. JAMES THE LESS FOOD PANTRY – Monthly monetary collections continue on the second 
Sunday of each month along with continual food donations in the Gathering Space. The last 
collection was held Sunday 8/8 with collection boxes at the doors of the church. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY has been meeting via zoom for the past year due 

to COVID.  They have also met in the church parking lot (weather permitting) 
and hoping to continue as the weather warms.  In the past year they have 
done the following:  Made 50 squares for the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation; 
made washcloths and baby blankets for Birthright and Directions for Youth; 
180 pieces for Back Door Ministry; 200 prayer cloths; 89 shawls and lap 
robes for Mother McCrory Manor. Twelve women continue to be active in this 
ministry. 

PARISH & FAMILY LIFE 

FUNERAL LUNCHEONS – First funeral luncheon since relaxed COVID restrictions was held the 
beginning of the month. Two funeral luncheons were actually held the same day.  All food had to 
be served to individuals which required an increase in volunteers. 

WOMENS GROUP -  Had their first monthly meeting this year on Monday, August 2nd.  Meetings 
will continue on the first Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m. Plans are underway for the Holiday 
Craft Bazaar in November 

YOUNG AT HEART -  Members of YAH are getting together for a rosary every week on 
Thursdays at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom with approximately 25-30 seniors participating each 
week.  YAH is also meeting on Zoom and enjoying The Chosen series. 

CATHOLIC SINGLES 35+ - Group has been cancelled due to lack of participation. 

SICK AND HOMEBOUND MINISTRY- Now that COVID restrictions have been relaxed we will 
be checking with the nursing facilities about procedures going forward. 

DIOCESAN INITIATIVE 



Our parish has taken part in the Disciple Maker Index (DMI) survey to help support the 
Real Presence, Real Future planning initiative and to learn about your individual 
communities and where people are in their discipleship.  Results of the survey will be 
printed in the bulletin. 

 


